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“Three things I value most: worship, 
community, and bacon on Sunday.”
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Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on 
your Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall choose 
a rector for this parish, that we may receive a faithful pastor, 
who will care for your people and equip us for our ministries; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Prayer for St. Andrew’s
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We thank you and appreciate your showing an interest in St. 
Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Maryville, Tennessee. 

We hope you find this profile to be an honest description 
of who we are and how we worship together, love one 
another, and serve each other and our community. We also 
hope the profile provides you a compelling picture of the 
opportunities to serve as our rector. 

Please tour our newly updated website at:    
standrewsmaryville.org.

The information in this profile reflects the results  
of many small group meetings, which we called “holy 
conversations,” and prayerful consideration. This allowed 
us to describe the opportunity for the call to be our rector 
and to describe who we wish to be our rector. 

Introduction 

http://www.standrewsmaryville.org
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The parishioners of St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church today are the spiritual descendants of the 
Episcopalian men and women who began meeting 
in their homes and later in a small corrugated tin 
storage shack, in the new city of Alcoa, Tennessee, 
nearly 100 years ago. 

Those Episcopalians, as noted elsewhere in this 
profile, had a spirit of community, connectivity, 
and wanting to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
in Blount County, while worshiping together in 
the tradition they brought with them to their new 
community.

This spirit is with St. Andrew’s today. It is the spirit 
of worship; of reaching out into the community to 

those in need; of welcoming into our congregation 
persons of faith or persons who are uncertain 
about their faith and caring for personal and 
spiritual needs.

Indeed, our Search Committee for a new rector 
engaged in holy conversations, conducted in 
groups with over 90 parishioners. The result 
was a clear identity of our parish’s top priorities: 
Acceptance, Worship, Outreach and Pastoral 
Care.

We recognize and respect that each of us is 
unique and we have the same Creator. Our doors 
are open to all, and we, as a parish, are accepting 
of persons from all walks of life, all professions 

Who We Are 
“A high point for me is when a visitor  
is welcomed. We may be the only  
bright spot for that person.”

ACCEPTANCE                        WORSHIP                        OUTREACH                        PASTORAL CARE
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or occupations or no occupation, and want to 
incorporate all in our lives of service and sacrifice. 
Through Holy Communion, we are surrounded 
by that great cloud of witnesses as spoken of in 
Paul’s Letter to the Romans and partake of the 
same Communion as those who have gone on 
before and those with whom we live today. 

From its roots as a Friend’s meeting house, the 
interior space of the nave is plain – the walls are 
white, the windows simple with original wavy 
glass, the adornments gold. This simplicity 
encourages members to worship, from kneeling 
before the service in quiet tranquility, to joining 
the choir and the pipe organ in singing 
the great hymns of praise, to 
hearing the lessons from 
scripture and chanting the 
psalms, to rising for the 
Gospel, to listening to the 
sermon, to passing the peace, to 
partaking of the Eucharist, and finally, to the 
benediction and affirming in one accord: Thanks 
be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Our Sunday worship is at the center of who we 
are as Episcopalians in this community, whether 
it is the quiet early service of Rite I or the Family 
Service of Rite II Holy Communion. While we 
may not all kneel or stand at the same time, we 
are united in our faith and living out our faith into 
the world. We value our unity, not rote uniformity. 
We honor our right to be different.

“The day I walked into the church and heard the choir 
practicing, I felt the Holy Spirit come to me. I had 
never had that feeling before.”

Living out our faith into the world leads to our 
emphasis on outreach. Most of our congregation 

participates personally, either 
financially or physically, in 

St. Andrew’s outreach 
programs. This is a 
powerful statement for our 

small parish. It says we strive to 
take our ministry – our faith – beyond 

the walls of the church building. We currently do 
this in a myriad of ways, including Family Promise, 

“We don’t always agree, 
but we come together.  

We welcome all who enter.”
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Good Neighbors, Salvation Army, Community 
Food Connection and others. There is much we 
still want to do, including growing our outreach 
ministries to all corners of our community. 

“I had painted walls at home, but for Habitat For 
Humanity it was a totally new experience – painting 
for someone else.”

Like outreach, pastoral care is paramount. We seek 
a rector with exceptional skills in pastoral and 
spiritual care — one who could be described as a 
friend, counselor, approachable and being present 
in times of physical, emotional or spiritual need. 
Many of our parishioners described how priests 
played pivotal roles in times of crisis and other 
life events. It was precisely the priest’s comforting 
presence in their time of need that led many to 
become active members of St. Andrew’s.

“When you need help, there is always someone ready.”

Other strong points of the rector we seek  
are inspirational sermons, good parish 
administration, a positive working relationship 

with the Vestry, and participation in affairs and 
programs of our diocese. 

The holy conversations also emphasized that we 
aspire to grow our congregation. Blount County 
is an excellent place in which to live, work, 
play, and raise a family. Blount County is also 
known around the United States as a wonderful 
retirement community. We would like to appeal 
both to young families and to a rapidly growing 
retirement-age community. 

“Our three main assets are people, people, and people.”

Many young families are moving into our area, 
and as a result, our schools, which are among the 
state’s best, are growing. We want our parish to 
grow with them. St. Andrew’s has only a small 
group of young people aged below sixteen. We 
are open to new ideas and hope our new rector 
will relate to and attract not only young families 
and children but also the retired citizens of Blount 
County. We welcome opportunities to help us 
grow spiritually and numerically.



Our fellowship is a key element in the life of 
St. Andrew’s. Our first Sunday of the month 
breakfasts, outreach fund raising events like our 
Annual Fish Fry and Holiday Bazaar, Lenten soup 
suppers, and after services coffee time allow for 
parishioners to gather and share life’s stories with 
one another.

St. Andrew’s has been and will continue to be a 
beacon in our community. Our parish is known 
throughout Blount County, maybe for being 
across the street from the Maryville Municipal 
Building, maybe for its past noted music programs 
such as the Boar’s Head and Yule Log Festival, 
maybe for its annual fund raising events, maybe 
for its participation in community outreach 
programs, and just maybe as being here for nearly 
100 years proclaiming the Gospel and, as noted in 
the Baptismal Covenant, respecting the dignity of 
every human being. 

As for the future, we would like for our rector to  
be firmly planted in our community and join 
with us in offering to all, young and old alike, St. 
Andrew’s as a sanctuary to learn and know the love 
of Jesus Christ.

“We seek to expand our outreach and spread the 
message wider that we are open to all.”

“We have a willingness to pitch in and get 
things done.”
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Our History 

When the Aluminum Company of America (ALCOA) sent large numbers of employees into Blount 
County around 1920 to build and operate its plants and dams, there was a hitch. Among them was a 
small group of Episcopalians. But there was no Episcopal Church. This small but hardy group held 
services in members’ homes and later in a small corrugated tin storage shack, said to be icy cold in 
winter and sweltering in summer. 

On May 21,1923, St. Andrew’s was officially founded as a mission Church. The mission rented a house 
from ALCOA in Alcoa for $10 per month for services and activities. In 1937, the mission gave up the 
rental house because the congregation had dwindled. Services, however, continued in the homes of 
the hard-core laity who began the mission in 1923.

Regrouping in 1939, the mission rented the former Quaker Meeting House at St. Andrew’s current 
location, 314 W. Broadway in Maryville, for $200 a year. The move into the little church, plus the first 
full-time priest (the Reverend Doctor James Bernardin), sparked a remarkable growth. 

Nearly a century ago, a dedicated group of Episcopalians formed a small  
would-be mission in Alcoa, Tennessee, that would eventually become  
St. Andrew’s Parish. These folks had a “can do” and “pitch in” spirit, which 
continues to drive St. Andrew’s Parish today. 

PICTURED LEFT | First mission quarters on Nobel Street
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By 1945, St. Andrew’s had about 
130 communicants. The 
mission signed a contract to 
buy the rented church building 
from the Quakers for $35,000. 
St. Andrew’s was to raise $17,500 and 
the Diocese would match it dollar for dollar over  
five years. The congregation paid off the debt in 
three years.

St. Andrew’s was admitted as a parish at the 
Diocesan Convention on January 22, 1948. 

The 1950’s and 1960’s saw considerable growth 
in communicants, which resulted in major 
reconstruction of the original building. Finally, 
in 2004 a new Parish House with a breezeway 
connector to the church was constructed. This 
doubled our gathering space. The Great Hall will 
accommodate 250.

The last three rectors of St. Andrew’s span a period 
of 43 years. 

The Rev. Gene Haws (1975-
1996), the parish’s longest 
serving rector, focused on 
worship, music, outreach, and 

the spiritual side of his ministry. 
Great seasonal celebrations were held, 

and some young families with children joined, 
some spurred by a preschool day school at the 
parish. The school ran for approximately 15 years.

The Rev. Martha Sterne (1997-2007) was a bundle 
of energy — a preacher, teacher, and author. She 
networked with other churches in Blount County, 
including an annual pulpit swap and a Good Friday 
March along Broadway. A special partnership with 
St. Paul’s AME Zion Church included food pantry 
participation, a racism study group, a choir swap, 
and vacation Bible school.

The Rev. Steve Mosher (2009-2018) continued 
outreach programs at St. Andrew’s and was active 
in the Blount County Ecumenical Council. With a 
background in business before going to seminary, 

PICTURED ABOVE | 308 Nobel Street becomes the first suitable church building in 1923. “The cannonball stove that 
had warmed the group in the tool shed enjoyed a prominent place in the new home (a rented house in Alcoa for $10 a 
month).” - St. Andrew’s history. 

 
“We are accepting  

and welcoming with  
a small family feel.”
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Fr. Mosher led efforts to control expenses and 
modernize the budget system. The Vestry paid 
off the debt on the Parish House and balanced the 
budget. The parish is now debt free. 

Our music program was led by Sandy Murphy for 
some 40 years. During her tenure, she played the 
organ and directed the children’s and parish choirs, 
and the handbell choir. She loved directing social 

events at the church, such as Madrigal Dinners, 
Advent Lessons and Carols, and the Boar’s 
Head and Yule Log Festival. The music program 
remains a major part of the life of St. Andrew’s.  
 
St. Andrew’s accepted the option from the Diocese 
of East Tennessee to permit same-sex unions. One 
same-sex union has been blessed at the parish.

PICTURED BELOW | Pictures and articles from the archives
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Christian Formation 

Children & Youth Education
Nursery Care is available for infants through four 
years old. It is staffed by nursery workers and 
volunteers who have been trained in Safeguarding 
God’s Children. 

Godly Play is for grades K-6. This program 
provides a Montessori-style approach that honors 
children’s innate spirituality and relationship with 
God. Through Parables, sacred story, silence, and 
liturgical action, the language helps our youth 
become more aware of God’s presence in their 
lives. The program is led by a team of volunteers 
who have also been trained in Safeguarding God’s 
Children. 

Episcopal Youth Community (EYC) is geared 
towards our youth in Grades 7-12. Sharing their 

time with fellowship, food, and fun, this special 
time provides a safe place for our youth to explore 
and deepen their relationship with Christ, learn 
more about the Episcopal church and live into 
their Baptismal Covenant by serving the world 
around them. Importantly, it is also a time of 
personal faith relationships with each other and 
youth from around the Diocese. 

Adult Education
Adult Formation Group is all about integrating 
spiritual understanding into our daily lives 
and practice. We explore various spiritual and 
contemporary topics in our weekly discussions 
with the goal of integrating new ideas, 
perspectives, and practices into our spiritual 
growth. 

Christian Education is a most important aspect of sharing and growing in our faith and 
fellowship with our Parish Family. Our Formation classes are from 9:15 – 10:15 every 
Sunday between our two regularly scheduled services.
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Women’s Book Circle – From bible stories, 
inspirational anthologies, and thoughtful 
theological reflection, to everything in between, 
our women’s book circle seeks to gather together 
for discussion, connection, and engagement. The 
focus is on one book study a month, reading, and 
journaling privately, but coming together to share 
our insights. 

The Loiterers is Sunday School with Spirit. This 
“unofficial” class is unstructured, letting the Spirit 
(or coffee) guide the topic of conversation. For the 
Loiterers, the concept of “tardy” is of little concern 
and “we are always glad to widen the circle.” All 
are welcome to “Come and join us anytime for 
interesting fellowship and conversation in the 
Great Hall.” 

Other Christian Education 
Opportunities
Centering Prayer/Meditation Group meets on 
Thursday afternoons. This ecumenical group 
meets weekly to practice the spiritual discipline 

of Centering Prayer, as well as other forms of 
meditation. Leaders will offer various readings for 
reflection, followed by the opportunity to practice 
quiet prayer or meditation. It is open to all adults.

Education for Ministry (EFM) – EFM is a four-year 
intensive program designed to help participants 
discover and develop their own personal ministries 
through study and reflection. Individuals meet 
one evening each week and commit to one year 
of study at a time, beginning the second week of 
January each year. The first year examines the Old 
Testament, the second year the New Testament, 
the third early church history, and the fourth 
year is a study of theologians of the church and 
subjects such as prayer and suffering. Members of 
the group share their spiritual autobiographies as 
a first step toward developing a community. 

This program was developed by the School 
of Theology at the University of the South at 
Sewanee and has been offered at St. Andrew’s since 
1992. EFM is open to all parishioners and well as 
community persons of all faiths and persons not 
affiliated with a specific faith or denomination. 

St. Andrew’s
EYC

E p i s c o p a l  Y o u t h  C o m m u n i t y



13     St. Andrew’s Episcopal | 2019 Parish Profile

In addition to public sales, items from each 
art group are donated for sale at our annual 
fundraising events in support of our Outreach 
Ministry programs. 

Our quilters are known as Piecemakers, our 
knitters are known as Knitting for Peace, and 
our potters are known as the Studio for Creative 
Hands. The classes and workshops are open to 
the public as well as Parish Family members.  
The potters are unique in that they have their 
own kiln located in the studio workshop in our 
Parish Hall.

We at St. Andrew’s are certainly blessed to have 
so many talented Parishioners who offer their 
time and talents as a ministry to our Parish and 
the community.

The Arts 
Art is an important aspect of who  
we are here at St. Andrew’s. We offer 
weekly classes and work sessions in the 
following areas to work on individual  
and group projects for worship, sale,  
and personal use. 
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Our Worship 

We hold two worship services on Sunday and 
another on Wednesday at 12 noon. Our Altar 
Guild, Vergers, Acolytes, Torch Bearers, Lectors, 
Intercessors, Chalice Bearers, and Ushers work 
together to provide a reverent worship experience. 
Fresh flowers are always beautifully arranged by 
the Flower Guild to enhance the beauty of our 
worship space. 

Music
“My soul is filled with music each Sunday.”

Music is an important part of the worship at 
St. Andrew’s. Our pipe organ was built for St. 
Andrew’s in 1973 by the Schlicker Organ Company.

A Trompette en Chamade stop was added in 2000. 
We have four octaves of Schulmerich handbells, 

a set of Suzuki Tone Chimes, and a Mason and 
Hamlin grand piano in the Great Hall. Both our 
Nave and Great Hall have wonderful acoustics. 

Weekly Schedule
Sunday

8:00 am Rite I Eucharist

9:15 am Nursery (except summer)

9:15 am Church School

10:30 am Rite II Eucharist (with music)

Wednesday

12:00 noon Healing Service and Eucharist 
 

“It’s the simplicity and peacefulness of the sanctuary, stillness during the early service,  
the authenticity of the membership.”
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Our Outreach 

Our Parish Family has always been faithfully dedicated to carrying Christ’s ministry and work into our 
local and world-wide community.

St. Andrew’s Episcopal is a founding member of the Blount County Ecumenical Action Council 
and has a very active community Outreach program. We have an Outreach Chairperson and six 
Co-Chairpersons to carry out this ministry along with strong volunteer support from our Parish Family.

We serve those in our community in need through two major fundraising events, our annual Catfish 
Fry and a Holiday Bazaar. These and other fundraising efforts benefit four primary local charities that 
we feel serve those most in need of assistance. Most important is that all four are no cash assistance 
agencies that in addition to their regular service do provide extensive personal counseling and 
networking with other local, state, and federal agencies. 

“I attend church for fulfillment, but outreach is a way  
of going out and doing God’s work.”

“Sharing a meal with our Family Promise guests was a perfect  
moment of community, of giving without expectation.”
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The local charities are:
FAMILY PROMISE which provides temporary 
housing and meals for families in homeless 
situations. St. Andrew’s is a host church and we 
open our Parish Hall five weeks out of the year to 
house and feed these families in need. 

GOOD NEIGHBORS which works with landlords 
and utility companies to provide matching funds 
emergency financial assistance for those facing 
eviction and/or having their utilities cut off due to 
their inability to pay the full amount. Assistance is 
also available for small medical bills, life sustaining 
prescriptions and gasoline for job hunting, which 
is paid directly to the supplier of the service. 

THE COMMUNITY FOOD CONNECTION 
which serves those in our community in 
need of support with groceries and basic 
household toiletries. St. Andrew’s 
members provide food donations as 
well as serving as volunteers during 
food drive donation events, and staff 
the pantry one day a month. 

“We volunteer at Community Food 
Connection because it is truly serving 
‘the least of these.’”

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY which builds 
housing to assist low income families striving 
to obtain permanent affordable housing. Our 
volunteers assist in local community home builds. 

We also support WORLD-WIDE – EPISCOPAL 
RELIEF & DEVELOPMENT (ERD) with funds 
from our in-house event donations and the 
annual national ERD Fund Drive. 

Additionally, we are providing underutilized 
space in our Church and Parish Hall to house 
two local charities namely Good Neighbors 
and The Salvation Army. We offer them the 
use of this space at a more affordable rent than 
the current rates charged for local commercial 
offices. This allows us to put our underutilized 
space to use in further serving Christ’s ministry  
to our community. 

More recently, we also are assuming a more active 
role in support of our local community programs 
addressing homelessness and diversity. 

These programs include: 
THE WARMING SHELTER which is a temporary 
shelter for the homeless during the winter 
months. It is primarily sponsored by the First 
Baptist Church of Maryville offering their church 
hall to house the homeless on nights that the  
temperature is below freezing by providing warm 
bedding and hot meals. 

FREE MOM HUGS which is in support of our 
LGBTQ community through meetings, special 
Pride events and programs to support the 
emotional needs of gay and transgender Sisters 

and Brothers in Christ. 

BLOUNT COUNTY UNITED 
which addresses issues of racial 
discrimination in our community 
with meetings and discussion 
sessions on matters related to 
racism and coming together  
as a community in support of 

 racial diversity.

Looking to the future, 
we are: 

Looking forward to renewing our relationship 
with our neighbor church and Brothers 
and Sisters in Christ at St. Paul’s AME Zion  
Church, Maryville. 

Identifying an Outreach Co-Chairperson to 
establish a Mission Trips Program.

Getting our youth involved in Youth Outreach 
Ministry in our local community and our Diocesan 
Outreach program. 

A more focused effort to reach out to college 
students at Maryville College, Pellissippi State 
Community College and local University of 
Tennessee students.
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Pastoral Care  
Embracing the compassion of our Lord Jesus Christ is the 
foundation of our Pastoral Care ministry. Our Pastoral Care 
volunteers coordinate our many caring ministries. 

Birthday Cards are mailed to parishioners on their birthdays 
and Wellness Cards to those experiencing serious illness. 

Food for Friends provides meals for parishioners during 
Life Events and Petals to the Metal distributes our beautiful 
flowers to members from our Sunday, Holy Day, and Holiday 
services to those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries, or 
those experiencing serious illness. 

Eucharistic Visitors take communion to members who are 
unable to attend services as well as their receiving visits from 
our Home Visitors. Most important is the active presence and 
participation of our Rector regarding the varied Life Events of 
our parishioners. 

“The love and comfort 
given me made a huge 
difference in the loss  
of my spouse.”
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Our Stewardship 
and Financials 
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Maryville, TN (population 30,000), lies in Blount 
County in the heart of the Tennessee Valley, a land 
of industry and manufacturing, education and 
research, power generation, football, agriculture, 
tourism, and outdoor recreation.

St. Andrew’s congregation reflects the population’s 
diverse mixture of native-born, transplants, 
returnees and retirees, skilled workers, 
professionals of all types, educators and students, 
tourists, and the merchants who serve them.

Maryville adjoins Alcoa (population 12,000), its 
sister city, about a half mile from St. Andrew’s. 
The same short distance separates the church 
and Maryville College, a four-year liberal arts 
institution affiliated with the Presbyterian 
Church.

St. Andrews is five miles from McGhee-Tyson 
Airport and 18 miles from Knoxville, headquarters 
of the Episcopal Diocese of East Tennessee, 
the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) and the 
University of Tennessee (UT). 

To the delight of St. Andrew’s parishioners. the 
heart of Maryville is just 20 scenic miles from the 
nearest entrance at Townsend to the nation’s most 
popular Great Smoky Mountains National Park, 
which drew 11.4 million visitors in 2018. In Blount 

County alone, annual tourism spending is over 
$400 million.

Many current and past St. Andrew’s parishioners 
spent their working years with the Aluminum 
Company of America (ALCOA), which dominated 
the area economy for decades, peaking with over 
12,000 employees. ALCOA has been split into two 
companies, renaming the Tennessee company 
Arconic, which employs fewer than 2,000.

Denso in Maryville, a Japanese auto parts 
manufacturer, employs more than 4,000 and 
is that company’s largest North American 
manufacturing facility. Blount Memorial 
Hospital System is a major employer. Parishioners  
also commute to jobs and professional practices 
in Knoxville.

 The Smokies Park offers our hikers over 800 
miles of official trails, including 71 miles of the 
Appalachian Trail along the Tennessee-North 
Carolina border, and a black bear population that 
sometimes wanders outside its borders. 

A 9-mile greenway runs through Maryville 
and Alcoa. The Tennessee River system with  
its multiple TVA lakes and the tributaries  
feeding them offers the full range of water sports 
and activities.

Where We Live 
Blount County (population 130,000), in the heart of East Tennessee, is a vibrant place 
to live, work, play, worship and raise a family. It is also a tourist destination and a place 
many look to retire. 



Cultural opportunities beckon our parishioners 
from orchestra and ballet in Maryville and 
symphony and opera in Knoxville. The 
Clayton Center for the Arts on the Maryville  
College campus hosts touring concerts and 
theatrical performances.

For our parishioners who “bleed Orange,” every 
fall the Tennessee football Volunteers compete 
with their Southeastern Conference foes on the 
turf at Neyland Stadium in Knoxville. A surging 
men’s basketball program and the eight-time 
basketball national champion Lady Vols headline 
UT’s full slate of men and women’s sports. 

Our Pastoral Care ministry visits patients in many 
of the area’s top-tier medical facilities including 
Blount Memorial Hospital in Maryville, Knoxville’s 
Fort Sanders, Park West and Tennova hospitals, 
the UT Medical Center, East Tennessee Children’s 
Hospital, and Thompson Cancer Survival Center.

The public schools of Maryville, Alcoa, and Blount 
County all rate among the tops in the state, an 
attraction to young families, a demographic St. 
Andrew’s seeks to serve. Under the Tennessee 
Promise Scholarship program, high school 
graduates can qualify for free tuition for two 
years at a state community or technical college. 
Pellissippi State, with a modern campus in Blount 
County, is one such outstanding school. 

Tennessee has no income tax. Property taxes in 
Blount County and the cities of Maryville and 
Alcoa are, by most standards, modest.

Mountains of the region shield the area from 
coastal hurricanes and tropical storms. Winters 
are mild; summers, well, are typical summers. 
Tornadoes are rare.

Southern Living Magazine, this year (2019),  
names Maryville among the top southern towns 
for retirement.



Our Church is a collaborative community of engaged members with a “can-do” 
spirit who are creative, energetic, and generous followers of Jesus. We are nestled 
in the valley between the Cumberland Plateau and the Appalachian Mountains, 
covering approximately 14,350 square miles in 33 counties in East Tennessee and 
two in North Georgia. Within this area are 51 diverse congregations which range 
in attendance from seven to more than 450 faithful worshipers. The Rt. Rev. Brian 
L. Cole is the fifth bishop of East Tennessee.  Canonically-resident clergy number 
more than 150, which includes 73 priests, 22 vocational deacons and more than 
60 non-parochial and retired priests and deacons, all serving under a common 
goal to Reconcile All Things in Christ.

St. Andrew’s has a long history of leadership and service to the Diocese. Through 
the years, our clergy, parishioners, and staff have assumed leadership roles in the 
diocese as well as served on the Bishop & Council, the Standing Committee, and 
various other committees.

Click here to visit the Diocese of East Tennessee website: https://dioet.org.

Our Diocese and 
Our Involvement
The Episcopal Church in East Tennessee consider 
ourselves to be the Episcopal Branch  
of The Jesus Movement in East Tennessee. 

https://dioet.org
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In preparing our Parish Profile, the Search 
Committee engaged in twelve holy conversations 
with over ninety parishioners of St Andrew’s. 
Four themes resounded time and again in our 
conversations. They are reflected in the various 
sections of this Profile and help define us as a 
worshiping community. 

These are the themes of acceptance, worship, 
outreach, and pastoral care. We seek a Rector who 
will embrace these themes and walk with us in 
each of these aspects of our journey as Christians. 
We have endeavored to show how each of these 
themes inform our lives as disciples of Jesus Christ 
– this is why each of these themes matters to us.

We are accepting and value acceptance because, 
in responding affirmatively to the final question 
of The Baptismal Covenant, we pledge that, with 
God’s help, we will strive for justice and peace 
among all people and respect the dignity of every 
human being.

We value our worship experience because in the 
liturgy we are doing the work of God’s people. We 
come together to proclaim the Word of God, offer 
prayers for ourselves and one another, hear God’s 
word preached, and celebrate Holy Communion. 
This experience around the Table of our Lord is 
central to who we are as members of the one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church. We who are many 
are one body, because we all share in one bread, 
one cup. 

Our faith as 
proclaimed in 
the creeds of the 
Church and the 
Great Commission 
leads us to reach out to our 
neighbors and community. The story of the Good 
Samaritan teaches that we are all God’s children 
and all God’s children are our neighbors. Our 
outreach into the community is our effort to shine 
the light of God’s love to those around us. We are 
called not to hide our light under a bushel but to 
let it shine in the world. 

For us to live into what we proclaim – acceptance, 
worship, and outreach -- our listening sessions 
have also shown that, as a parish family, we seek 
the guiding and comforting hand of a pastor. 

We seek a rector who will join us in accepting our 
brothers and sisters from all walks of life, who 
shares our vision of outreach into the community 
and challenges us look for new ways to share 
Christ’s love with our neighbors, who preaches 
from the heart with sound theology, who values 
the worship experience of the liturgy, appreciates 
our parish’s rich history of music, and who will 
be there to walk with us through life’s triumphs, 
failures, and heartbreaks . . . even through the 
valley of the shadow of death.

This is who we are. As the song asks, the question 
that remains is: Who Are You?

Who You Are 
 (Who are you? Who, who, who, who?) 
You know I really need to know 
(Who are you? Who, who, who, who?) 
(Who are you? Who, who, who, who?) 
-- “Who Are You,” The Who

 
“We need to grow, 

especially with young  
families with children.”

How To Apply

Interested applicants may submit a letter of interest, updated resume, and Office of 
Transition Ministry Profile, as well as links to audio or video of 2-3 sermons to the Rev. 
Canon Michelle Warriner Bolt at mwbolt@dioet.org for consideration. Contact Canon 

Bolt at the Diocese of East Tennessee, (865) 966-2110, ext. 11, with questions.
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